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Lake County Democratic Club Meeting Minutes – September 13, 2016.
The meeting was called to order at 6:35 p.m. by Acting Chair, Richard East.  All present pledged allegiance to the flag.  15 members and 5 guests were present.
Officers present:  Acting Chair Richard East, Treasurer John Sheehy, Vice-Treasurer James Evans, Carlene Leskar taking minutes for Secretary Judy Conard.
July minutes were approved.
September agenda was approved.
OFFICER REPORTS – Due to the number of speakers, Chair requested that only time-sensitive reports be given.
Treasurer John Sheehy – Submitted a written report.  7 members renewed, no new members. Ending balance: $2,362.08.
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS – No reports offered.
ONGOING BUSINESS –
· Debra Boivin thanked everyone who helped at the Voter Registration booth at the Fair.  We registered 35 people.  We have to collect 19 more registrations in order to receive our bounty.
· Becky Curry passed around two sign-up sheets, one for BBQ volunteers, one for UDC volunteers.  
· James Evans passed around sign-ups for people who will commit to bring someone new to the BBQ.

· Continued the tabled discussion of our meeting venue.  We can resume meeting at the church’s social hall in Lower Lake if we change our meeting date.  To be discussed at next month’s meeting.
NEW BUSINESS –

· James Evans reported that the LCDP has enough funds to cover the cost of campaign materials without donations from the Club.
· Adckinjo Esutoki moved, John Sheehy seconded that we give a donation to the Lower Lake Methodist Church to assist their recovery effort.  Discussion followed.  Adckinjo and John withdrew their motion.  Debra Boivin moved, Louis Rigod seconded that the club give one lump sum to the church, the amount to be determined next month.  Motion approved.
· November meeting falls on Election Night.  We will meet at the United Democratic Campaign Election Night Party here in Lakeport.
Announcements – 

· October speaker will be Cecilia Aguiar-Curry, candidate for State Assembly 4th District.
SPEAKERS –

Chair introduced our first speaker Margaret Koster and her assistant Judy Morgan who are working in the Move to Amend movement.  

Ever since the Supreme Court ruled in 1886 that corporations are considered artificial persons under the law, corporations have been gaining more and more power through successive judicial rulings.  In 2010 the Supreme Court, in Citizens United vs. Federal Election Commission, overturned the FEC ban on certain types of corporate spending for political candidates.  The reason we now have such out-of-control spending in campaigns is because of the Citizens United decision; we need to reverse it. 
Move to Amend wants Congress to pass a 28th amendment to the Constitution which will read that government can regulate campaign spending.  To date 22 congressional members have co-sponsored Move to Amend, and several others have pledged to co-sponsor.  Congr. Mike Thompson has pledged but has not yet co-sponsored.  The website www.movetoamend.org lists sponsors.  If you want to help you can write your congressman.

After the break, the chair introduced Sean Millerick, candidate for Middletown Unified School Board, who spoke about his qualifications for the position and asked for endorsement.  After hearing the recommendation from the Candidates and Issues Committee, the Club voted to endorse Mr. Millerick.

Our next speaker was Joey Luiz, candidate for Clearlake City Council, who spoke about his past achievements on the Council.  Currently, he has been appointed by Gov. Brown to serve as district liaison for Fiona Ma, our representative to the State Board of Equalization.  Since Mr. Luiz was unable to complete the Questionnaire for Consideration for Endorsement, the Committee did not have the opportunity to make a recommendation for him.  The Chair invited Mr. Luiz to submit that questionnaire and said that the Committee would be able to make a recommendation and vote in October.
One further announcement – Ralph Cunningham will assist Rich East with barbequing at the Legislators’ BBQ.  

Meeting adjourned at 8:25 pm.

Next meeting:  Tues., October 11th @6:30 pm at 390 N. Main St, Lakeport
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