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Lake County Democratic Club Meeting Minutes – January 11, 2017.
The meeting was called to order at 6:35 p.m. by Acting Chair, Richard East.  9 members and 1 non-member attended.  In addition 2 new members joined during the meeting.
Officers present:  Acting Chair Richard East, Treasurer John Sheehy, Vice-Treasurer James Evans.  Carlene Leskar taking minutes for Secretary Judy Conard.
December minutes were approved without changes.  
January agenda was approved.
OFFICER REPORTS – 
· Chair – Richard East – Spent the month calling members to find volunteers for 2017offices.
· Treasurer – John Sheehy – Balance on hand is $4,701.71.  Four new members and two renewals.
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS – 
· Membership & Outreach Chair – Carlene Leskar – Current paid-up membership is 80 including the 4 new members; however, 4th quarter renewal letters have not been mailed out yet so that number may change.  To try to interest new members, Mitch will find out if we can put up flyers on local college campuses.
· Candidates & Issues Chair – Mitch Markowitz – Will try to get Tom Hoskins next month to speak about the new Local Funding Formula for Lake County schools.  We tried to get Mr. Hoskins last year but couldn’t find a time that fit into his schedule.

· Fundraising Chair – Debra Boivin – The club is cooperating with the Central Committee on the 100 Days Dinner which will be held April 8th at the Highlands Senior Center in Clearlake.
· Voter Services Chair – Debra Boivin – The Lake County Central Committee received a $211 bounty from the State Party for the number of Democrats that we helped register during the season.   
ONGOING BUSINESS – 
· James Evans reported on the success of the fall BBQ.  We had the 3rd highest gross and a record low cost which resulted in the 2nd highest net in the last 9 years.  The club’s share of the net is increased from 25% to 33% since there is now only one club in the county to share in the proceeds.  Our club received a check for $2,763.53 from the County Party.  Thanks was given to the many people who helped with the bevereage bar, Silent Auction, flag raffle, glassware sales, printing and mailing invites, grilling, and side dishes.
· Voting on the donation for the Methodist Church’s fire damage was tabled again since the member who originally made this motion was not in attendance.

· Carlene asked for members to complete the surveys for next year’s priorities.  They will be mailed and emailed out again this month.
NEW BUSINESS –

· Report from Election Committee:   James Evans reported that John Sheehy is willing to continue on as Treasurer so James moved and Becky seconded his nomination.  Club voted to approve John Sheehy as Treasurer for 2017.  
Louis Rigod was asked and agreed to serve as Vice-Chair.  John S. moved and Debra seconded his nomination.  Club voted to approve Louis Rigod as Vice-Chair for 2017.

Rich agreed to continue to serve as Chair until a replacement can be found.

Carlene will continue to serve as Secretary for 2 more months.

· We will review our list of standing and ad hoc committees once we have 2017 officers in place.  It was noted that 2 of the committees, Fundraising and Voter Services, actually serve as adjuncts to the County Party committees.   And the Newsletter is an old committee leftover from the days before we had a club website.  We may need to change our bylaws to update our committees.
· Carlos Negrete read a letter from Stephanie Pahwa who was unable to attend tonight’s meeting.  She thanked the club for its support in her bid for district delegate.  Unfortunately, her bid was unsuccessful; however, she intends to remain active in the club.
Announcements – 
Chair would like to add a “Rant or Rave” session whenever we have time, esp. nights when we don’t have a speaker.  The idea was well-received.  Some rants could inspire letter-writing campaigns to editors and/or elected officials; others could be turned over to the Candidates and Issues Committee for further study.
Carlos Negrete and Debra Boivin plan to attend the first meeting of the Progressive Democrats in Lakeport on Jan. 12th.
Meeting adjourned 7:40 pm.

Next meeting:  Wed., February 8th @6:30 pm at 16255 2nd Street, Lower Lake
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